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On behalf of the organizers, | am pleased to present the organizer's Keynote Report. The
International Meeting of the 2023 World Conference against A & H Bombs was held for two
days from August 4, and adopted the "Declaration of the International Meeting" which set the
keynote of this year's World Conference. | would like to make this report by introducing the
"Declaration" as well. Please refer to the "Declaration of the International Conference" at your
hand.
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Seventy-eight years ago today, the United States dropped an atomic bomb on this city of Nagasaki.
The enormous energy of the nuclear explosion caused by the atomic bomb struck the city of
Nagasaki and its people with heat rays thousands of times hotter than the sun, shock waves
exceeding the speed of sound, and radiation of tremendous intensity.
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Entire city, houses, and people were burned to the ground, completely destroyed, and killed. Even
those who managed to escape immediate death were killed one by one by burns and acute
radiation sickness. Within that year, 70,000 people in Nagasaki and 140,000 in Hiroshima were
killed by the atomic bombs.
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The destruction and carnage caused by the atomic bombs continued. Even those Hibakusha who
survived the radioactive hell were attacked one after another by leukemia, cancer, and other
delayed radiation sicknesses. Even now, 78 years later, various diseases continue to plague the
bodies and threaten the lives of Hibakusha.
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Not only the suffering of disease has continued to afflict the Hibakusha. The deep psychological
scars left behind by their horrific experiences; cruel social discrimination; lives tormented by anxiety
at the turning points of marriage and childbirth; poverty and loneliness forced upon them by iliness
and mental suffering. The lives, bodies, minds, and livelihoods of hundreds of thousands of
Hibakusha have been subjected to a multitude of suffering.
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Friends, as the Declaration states with determination, this tragedy should never be allowed to
happen again. The complete elimination of nuclear weapons is a vital and urgent task for the
survival of humanity, and | would like to reaffirm that this is the only absolute guarantee that the
tragedies of Hiroshima and Nagasaki will not be repeated.
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As the Declaration starkly points out, as seen in the war in Ukraine and nuclear threats, the world
is facing a serious situation where the danger of the use of nuclear weapons is real and growing.
Faced with such a grave situation, we, together with the Hibakusha, must raise our voices more
forcefully and loudly than ever before. Nuclear weapons must never be used under any
circumstances. And that all of them must be eliminated immediately. Friends, this is the greatest
message from the 2023 World Conference against Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs.
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Friends,
The threat or use of nuclear weapons is a direct violation of the principles of the UN Charter
which stipulates the peaceful resolution of international disputes, and their elimination is the

responsibility of all states in line with Resolution No. 1 of the UN General Assembly. The Putin



regime of course should immediately cease the aggression and the threat to use nuclear
weapons. At the same time, the other nuclear powers, including the U.S., U.K., France, and
China, that continue to cling to their nuclear weapons, also have a grave responsibility to bear.
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As the "Declaration" harshly points out, the G7 Summit held in the A-bombed city of Hiroshima in
May openly asserted the doctrine of "nuclear deterrence," thus taunted the Hibakusha and the A-
bombed cities. We must not allow this kind of taunt to go unchallenged.
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We must not forget that the NATO Summit in July this year declared anew that nuclear weapons
are “unique” for their security, and reiterated its posture to cling to nuclear weapons. | believe that
the strengthening of the military bloc led by the U.S. is dividing the world and creating a vicious
cycle of military-to-military and nuclear-to-nuclear.
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While the nuclear superpowers turn their backs on nuclear disarmament, the global trend
empowered by the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW), continues to gather
momentum. Sixty-eight countries have ratified the treaty; 92 countries have signed it, reaching
nearly half of the UN member states. This unwavering development presents to us a great hope
for a world without nuclear weapons.
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Friends, the TPNW has shown that if the international community is united and works together

with civil society, it can exert great power to change the world. The surest way to achieve a



“nuclear weapon-free, peaceful and just world” will lie in further developing this international
cooperation, while strengthening the campaign in respective countries to press governments to
join the TPNW.
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The Declaration, based on this conviction, upholds the following 5 demands and calls for the
development of the movement in our countries and our international cooperation.
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First, it states that the use and threat of nuclear weapons is contrary to both the UN Charter and
International Humanitarian Law, and must be prohibited under any circumstances. The “nuclear
deterrence” doctrine, as means to ensure security using nuclear weapons, cannot be justified on
any ground and must be firmly rejected.
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Secondly, it calls for the recognition of the TPNW now functioning as international law, given that
the “Action Plan” formulated at the first meeting of the States Parties has begun to take concrete
shape and steps. At the same time, toward the second meeting of the TPNW States Parties
scheduled from November 27 in New York, it calls on all countries to support the TPNW and
participate in the meeting.
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Thirdly, looking to the 11th Review Conference of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) in
2026, whose preparation has already started, the Declaration urges all the NPT States Parties,
especially nuclear weapon states, to faithfully implement their obligations to negotiate on nuclear
disarmament as required by Article VI of the Treaty and the successive agreements of the past

review conferences, including the “unequivocal undertakings” to eliminate their nuclear arsenals.
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Fourth, it calls for the strengthening and expansion of nuclear weapon-free zones. The nuclear
weapon powers must secure the effectiveness of these NWFZ treaties. It welcomes the efforts to
establish a nuclear weapon-free zone in the Middle East and calls for its early realization. North
Korea is urged to halt its development of nuclear weapons and ballistic missiles, and all countries
concerned are requested to resume the efforts to achieve the denuclearization and peace of the
Korean Peninsula.
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Fifth, Russia is urged to immediately cease its aggression against Ukraine and withdraw all its
forces. We call on the international community to unite in defense of the UN Charter opposing a
division of the world, seek a solution based on the UN General Assembly resolutions, and work
hard to rebuild and strengthen the order of peace. We call for an end to the responses based on
military blocs that deepen military confrontations and divisions and impede the resolution of
problems.
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Friends participating in the World Conference, by upholding these 5 demands of the Declaration,
let us develop our grass-roots movement and further expand the international joint efforts based
on our common calls.
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While calling for the development of such international cooperation, the Declaration also
expresses strong solidarity to the movement of Japan, the only country to have suffered nuclear

weapons in war.
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On the blatant assertion of the “nuclear deterrence doctrine” by the G7 Hiroshima Summit, the
Declaration points out the responsibility of the Kishida government, which presided over the
Summit. And it strongly calls on the government of Japan, which had witnessed Hiroshima and
Nagasaki tragedies, to break out of the dependence on the US “nuclear umbrella” and support
and participate in the TPNW.
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The Declaration points out the following: (1) The Kishida government is deepening its reliance on
the US “nuclear umbrella”, and is proceeding with massive military build-up in violation of Japan’s
Constitution as is arming the nation with the capacity to attack enemy bases under the pretext of
strengthening “deterrence”; (2) With the militarization of Okinawa and other Nansei Islands,
Japan is being turned into the frontline base of the US strategy toward China; (3) Japan is further
moving to assume a key role to link Asia to NATO. Making clear that at the basis of all this lies
the policy of absolute commitment to the Japan-US military alliance, the Declaration extends
solidarity with the Japanese movement in their demand that the Japanese government should
take appropriate action as the only country to have suffered from the A-bombings at war and as a
country having a war-renouncing Constitution.
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Friends, responding to this expression of solidarity, let us powerfully carry out the international
mission of the Japanese peace movement.
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Dear friends, the Declaration affirms that to overcome the present grave situation, the role of the
public opinion and movement is of decisive importance, and makes 5-point action proposals. The
task for us all is to make these proposals even richer in content through our discussions in the
World Conference starting today. | would like to conclude my report by reiterating my hope that all
participants will engage in fruitful discussions. Thank you very much.

el 1E. A BOERREBELFTHT L 9 2T, sEROMGR LITHRIRENTH L
EEERL. RELSEODHAMNL RHITIREAIT> TV ET,

ZOITHHRE Z WS Y ENRARE D OLDICHESELZ L, FOZ LN, SEHNLDH
RIVDFFBRICENONLTVWORETT, ZMEDT N TORRIMTIDEY ZEFHENLY
IRFonn Lo, OO THR/REHL LT, EHREZARELTORE L SETWEEESET,
ESbbHOme s T8 NELE,



