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Dear friends who are attending the 2022 World Conference in-person or online, it 

is my honor and pleasure to extend my hearty greetings of welcome and solidarity to 
you on behalf of the organizers. 

This conference takes place from August 4 to 9 under the main theme of “With the 
Hibakusha, Let Us Achieve a Nuclear Weapons-Free, Peaceful and Just World -- for 
the Future of Humankind and Our Planet”. Because of COVID-19, the previous two 
World Conferences were held mainly online. This year, we are again meeting online, 
but, in parallel, for the first time in 3 years, these meetings are also taking place in-
person in the A-bombed cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Let us congratulate 
ourselves for this. 

We will have among us governmental representatives from Austria, Mexico and 
Malaysia, countries working at the forefront of the promotion of the Treaty on the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW). Representatives of peace movements from 
the Asia-Pacific region, South Korea in particular, striving to denuclearize the Korean 
Peninsula and build a peace regime, are also participating in the conference. Peace 
movement representatives as well as dedicated grassroots activists who are playing 
significant roles at the forefront of the struggle for the elimination of nuclear weapons 
are also coming from Europe and North America. And we will hear a representative 
from the Ukrainian peace movement fighting the invaders in very difficult conditions. 

From around Japan, we will have a variety of people who are active on different 
fronts, including the Hibakusha, the mayors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, people 
working on the petition calling on the Japanese government to sign and ratify the 
TPNW, those who oppose increases in military spending and revision of Article 9 of the 
Constitution, those leading the struggles against nuclear power plants, against US 
military bases and for their removal, and those who suffered the Great East Japan 
Earthquake and the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant Accident.     

According to the Ministry of Health and Labor, the average age of Hibakusha who 
are holders of the A-bomb Survivor’s Certificate is 84.53 years (as of March 2022), 
exceeding 84 years for the first time, while the number of the Hibakusha who are still 
living (ditto) is 118,935, going below 120,000 for the first time. The Hibakusha are 
growing old rapidly. My sincere respects to you Hibakusha, for your tireless work in 
and out of Japan to make the public understand the inhumanity of nuclear weapons. 
Please, take good care of yourselves, dear Hibakusha. 

This year, the 77th since the atomic bombing, we must once again embrace the 
demand of Hibakusha to see nuclear weapons abolished while they are alive. And for 
this, we need more than ever to massively disseminate facts and knowledge about the 
atomic bombing, to strengthen and expand public opinion and the movement to get the 
Japanese government to sign and ratify the TPNW and commit to a total ban and the 
elimination of nuclear weapons. 

Throughout the world, five hundred and 80 million people have contracted COVID-
19 and 6.4 million of them have died. The damage inflicted by the pandemic is 

コメントの追加 [PW1]: This doesn’t sound quite 
right, but maybe it has become a legitimate 
expression in the COVID era. I’m not sure. 
A more natural (though possibly a bit informal) 
expression would be “in the flesh”. 



2 
 

particularly serious among the poor, migrants, refugees, indigenous people and other 
socially vulnerable groups. Destruction of the natural environment, poverty and socio-
economic gaps, severe cuts in public services – including health care, social services, 
education etc. – testify to the collapse of neoliberal policies. The Stockholm 
International Peace Research Institute estimates that the world’s total military spending 
in 2021 amounted to 2 trillion 113 billion dollars. The COVID-19 pandemic has shown 
that increases in armaments are useless for preventing contagion.  

It is astonishing that despite the serious blow the world economy sustained 
because of COVID-19, nuclear powers such as the US, China, India, UK, Russia and 
France, have continued to increase their arsenals. These countries should instead 
understand that the money they spend on weapons, including funds they use for 
modernizing these weapons, is preventing the improvement of living conditions and 
employment of their peoples, as well as healthcare, social welfare, education and other 
public services. If human resources used in military research and development were 
re-allocated to and used for non-military research and development, our living would 
be far better than now. 

The Russian invasion of Ukraine is a savage crime that tramples on the U.N. 
Charter and international humanitarian law. The urgent special session of the U.N. 
General Assembly convened twice last March adopted on the 2nd of that month a 
resolution calling for an immediate withdrawal of Russian troops (141 countries voting 
in favor) and another resolution on the 24th calling for complete implementation of the 
GA resolution, observance of international humanitarian law and solution of the 
humanitarian crisis (140 countries voting in favor). 

It is also extremely serious that President Putin and others are threatening the 
countries supporting Ukraine and their populations with potential use of nuclear 
weapons. The TPNW, which entered into force in January 2021, prohibits the use and 
threat of use of nuclear weapons. The threat of use made by President Putin has vividly 
shown the danger of nuclear deterrence logic and, at the same time, it has made clear 
that the only guaranteed way for humankind to escape the catastrophic use of nuclear 
weapons is to ban and eliminate these weapons. 

   There are 13,000 nuclear warheads in the world of which 2,000 are placed on 
“high alert status”, ready to be fired toward the target within minutes. Ms. Setsuko 
Thurlow, a Hibakusha of Hiroshima living in Canada, said that nuclear weapons have 
not been used for 77 years since the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, 
merely because luck was on the side of the nuclear abolition movement.  

In the current highly computerized nuclear weapons system, a nuclear explosion 
or a nuclear war could occur by accident or by mishandling. The risk of cyberattack is 
also increasing.  Scientists warn that even a limited use of small nuclear weapons 
could bring about major climate change and cause global famine, threatening the 
survival of humanity. We cannot count on our good fortune anymore to ensure our 
security.   

Over 80 countries and regions participated in the First Meeting of States Parties 
to the TPNW, held in June in Vienna. They adopted the “Vienna Declaration” and the 
“Vienna Program of Action” for achieving “a world without nuclear weapons”. 

The Declaration says: “Far from preserving peace and security, nuclear weapons 
are used as instruments of policy, linked to coercion, intimidation and heightening of 
tensions.” It thus expresses the determination of participants, saying, “We will not rest 
until the last state has joined the Treaty, the last warhead has been dismantled and 
destroyed and nuclear weapons have been totally eliminated from the Earth.” We find 
here the world’s mainstream. Currently, the 10th NPT Review Conference is being held 
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at the UN Headquarters in New York from August 1 to 26.  
The NPT Review Conference should be developed and made a forum for building 

an international public opinion strong enough to press for the implementation of the 
measures agreed upon, including the Article 6 obligation on nuclear disarmament and 
the “unequivocal undertaking … to accomplish the total elimination of their nuclear 
arsenals leading to nuclear disarmament” by both the nuclear weapon states and non-
nuclear weapon states. In order to attain this goal, we need to push more strongly to 
promote cooperation and joint efforts among the UN, national governments and 
grassroots civil society.  

The true players that make international politics advance are not a small number 
of big countries, but the governments and grassroots civil societies of a large number 
of countries. It is therefore important to build and strengthen public opinion and the 
movement in each of these countries. Let us stop Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and 
restore the order of peace based on the UN Charter. Let us work to quickly bring an 
end to COVID-19 and allocate money spent on armaments to the wellbeing of the 
people. Let us develop solidarity and cooperation worldwide to realize a peaceful, just 
and sustainable world.  

Let me conclude by expressing my wish that the World Conference which starts 
today will accelerate the tide towards the prohibition and elimination of nuclear 
weapons and contribute to the goal of denuclearization and establishment of a peace 
regime on the Korean Peninsula, and that it will be a groundbreaking meeting that 
proposes a concrete direction that will engage broad sectors of people to press the 
Japanese government to join the TPNW and make full use of our country’s Constitution 
to implement diplomacy for peace.   


