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Vienna Declaration
Our commitment to a world free of 

nuclear weapons
23 June 2022

“… despite the terrible risks, and despite their legal 
obligations and political commitments to disarm, 
none of the nuclear-armed states and their allies 
under the nuclear umbrella are taking any serious 
steps to reduce their reliance on nuclear 
weapons.”

• Nuclear accomplice states:
• 30 + 2 NATO members, Australia, Japan, South Korea (US); 

Armenia and Belarus (Russia)



Australia: the most active weasel



ICANW.ORG.AUAustralia’s shameful position
• Actively opposed and sought to 

undermine treaty development
• FOI documents: boast of an Australian 

diplomat that they had done some 
“heavy lifting” for the US in seeking to 
undermine development of treaty 
mandate

• Called for OEWG 2015 vote after 
negotiating consensus

• Boycotted negotiations, early 
refusal to join

• Stark contrast to bipartisan 
Australian support for other bans:
• bio and toxin, chemical
• landmine, cluster munitions
• blinding lasers



The TPNW is compatible with a military alliance 
with a nuclear-armed state …

• … provided prohibited activities are excluded

• Nothing in ANZUS Treaty (nor NATO, or bilat Japan, ROK security 
treaties) stipulate extended nuclear deterrence

• 2 former secretary-generals of NATO, Ban Ki-moon, Hatoyama 
Yukio, Tanaka Makiko & Naoki, Oct 2020: 
• [our] “governments could of course remain in alliances with nuclear-

armed states, as nothing in the treaty itself nor in our respective defence 
pacts precludes that” 

• 11 of 17 then US “Major Non-NATO Allies” voted for treaty 
adoption:
• 3 of these have ratified to date (Thailand, Philippines, NZ)

• No issues for non-nuclear military cooperation evident

• 2 more have signed



What would Australia need to do to join the treaty? 

• Renounce policy of ‘extended nuclear deterrence’: any role 
in requesting/justifying use of nuclear weapons on 
Australia’s behalf
• Could be done promptly
• Requires no change to any treaty

• Cease any role for Australian personnel and facilities to 
assist in military preparations for use of nuclear 
weapons
• Pine Gap, other military bases
• Would require negotiation with US, may require closure of certain 

facilities and functions, re-assignment of some personnel
• Secondments, training, exercises involving nuclear weapons

• End visits by aircraft or ships carrying nuclear weapons
• Straightforward: NW removed from all US surface ships in 1991

See: https://icanw.org.au/choosinghumanity/

https://icanw.org.au/choosinghumanity/


Pine Gap 
Relay Ground 
Station

Kristian Laemmle-Ruff

Expansion of RGS, Google Earth, 
Maxar Technologies, July 2020



ALP National Conference Adelaide Dec 2018



Australian Labor Party

National Conference, 
Adelaide, 18 December 2018

Resolution 397R

Chapter 11

Nuclear disarmament

Mover: Anthony Albanese (NSW)

Seconder: Richard Marles (VIC)

Labor in government will sign and ratify 
the Ban Treaty, after taking account of 
the need to: 

- Ensure an effective verification and 
enforcement architecture;

- Ensure the interaction of the Ban 
Treaty with the longstanding Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty;

- Work to achieve universal support for 
the Ban Treaty.



100 current Federal 
parliamentarians, 
including 80% of Labor 
members and 2/3 of 
shadow cabinet

Lock them in!

icanw.org.au/pledge

Multi-party Parliamentary 
Friends of the Treaty on 
the Prohibition of Nuclear 
Weapons
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Who else is behind the ban?

• 71 - 79% of the public
• Very few opposed ~6%

• 39 local governments
• Australian Local Government 

Association
• Australian Red Cross
• Australian Medical Association, 

ANMF, Public Health Assoc
• 60+ faith-based organisations
• 25 unions and Australian 

Council of Trade Unions

• 80+ ICAN partner organisations



icanw.org.au/cities

39 councils 
Australian Local Government Association 2021 unanimous
Platform for public events and education, divestment





Money starting to move - Australia

Hall of Shame:
• US$4.5 b (A$6529.3 m) to nw makers Jan 

2017 – Jan 2019:
• ANZ           $1904 m        

• Macquarie  $2197 m

• Westpac     $272.2 m    

• CBA            $517m

• Est total banks $15b, insurance $10b

• Superannuation funds (excl self-managed) –
most: est >>$10 billion

• AustralianSuper: $1.5b in nw cos

• Honour Roll: 
• Australian Ethical, Bank Australia, CareSuper, 

Christian Super, Crescent Wealth, Future Super, 
Hostplus, U Ethical, Verve Super 

Stop Press:
RIAA includes 
nw in 
“controversial 
weapons” from 
2022 



Will Australia become the 
first nuclear dependent state 

to join the TPNW?

• Some modest but hopeful early signs:
• Joined TPNW MSP1 as observer

• Hostile misinformation re TPNW removed from DFAT website

• More positive approach including to regional relationships, civil 
society

• Please help us!


