Message from Arthur Taimanglo Jr. (AJ)
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Greetings from Guahan!

I am completely moved by the purpose of this march and its call for the abolition of nuclear
weapons.
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In remembering the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, it is unfortunate that our
neighboring island of Tinian was used as the launching point for the atomic bombs. Without our
consent, the land of our Chamorro people had been subjected to be instrumental in this tragedy.
As a people who had no voice in the matter, we extend our sincerest apologies to the people of
Japan and we will forever mourn the innocent lives taken by these weapons of mass destruction.
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We, too, know first-hand the experience of war during occupation in WWII. The casualties of that
war continue to haunt our people and it is my hope that history does not repeat itself.
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As we speak, the Chamorro people are faced with further militarization with the planned transfer
of marines from Okinawa, Japan to Guahan. We have raised our voices of opposition, yet our
voices have fallen on deaf ears. The United States government proceeds with its plan to increase

its military presence on our island and as a U.S. colony, we have no real voice or power.
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To the north of Guahan in the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, the U.S.
Department of Defense has announced its plans to take the entire island of Pagan for its war



preparation training. Once again, the Chamorro people are put in the place of being co-

conspirators to war and destruction in the name of “democracy”.
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We Chamorros stand here today in solidarity with the peoples of Japan as we work towards a
world of peace free of the threat of annihilation from nuclear weapons. In achieving peace, we
urge our governments to divest in the military industries and develop services that are consistent
with progression in the service of its people
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This march is brilliant in that it utilizes a spirit of community to underline the necessity of peace
for all. As evidenced, nuclear weapons have not only taken thousands of lives, but have also left a
legacy of pain that lingers in the Pacific. With all these factors in mind, | have chosen to be a
participant to not only represent the Chamorro people and the Guahan Coalition for Peace and
Justice, but also to commemorate the innocent lives that were lost and deprived of a chance for
peace.
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I wish to learn more about the struggles that both our people have experienced and continue to
experience. Again | am truly honored to be marching with all of you who possess the
beautiful spirit of peace.
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PEACE FOR ALL!
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